Koenings' Reeded Edge Half Newsletter #15 


July 15, 2020 
Dear Reeded Edge Half Collector: 


Most of you indicated an interest in Reeded Edge Halves when you purchased my book 
"REEDED EDGE HALF DOLLARS 1836 TO 1839, R-4 to R-8 DIE VARIETIES". 


In June 15, 2020's Newsletter #14, I took a break and announced the Final Results of 
1839-O GR-2 vs. 1839-O GR-5? Now it is time to go back to the "38 Most Common Die 
Marriages". 


38 Most Common Die Marriages (continued) 


The original intent of informing collectors of the 38 Most Common Die Marriages on a 
monthly basis was to have an affordable way to collect Reeded Edge Halves and be in the 
next Census, scheduled for late 2021. In my first Census, published in the J R Journal in 
November, 2018, it took 31 different die marriages to make the Top 10. 15th place only 
took 9 different die marriages. 


On July 8, 2020, ebay listed the following number of items as shown below: 


YEAR ITEMS LISTED 
1836 29 
1837 201 
1838 144 
1839 50 
1839-O 40 


Besides ebay, there are several coin auction firms that offer Reeded Edge Halves on a 
regular basis. 


Any Collector should be able to find at least 35 of the 38 Most Common in 38 months. 
Collectors can also visit my website "holeduscoins.com", under Reeded Edge Halves and 
they will see large photos of at least 15 of the Top 18 rarest. It is recommended that you 
purchase certified coins in XF40 or better for the best investment potential. 


On August 15, 2019, at the Bust Half Nut Club meeting held at the World's Fair of 
Money in Rosemont, IL, I presented members with the history of books on Reeded Edge 
Halves along with a chart showing the Top 18 Rarest Reeded Edge Halves and a copy of 
Newsletter #5, that started a monthly series of the 38 Most Common Die Marriages. 
1836 GR-1 was the first die marriage of the 38 to be reported. Since then the following 
Newsletters have been sent by email: 


Newsletter 


#6 
#7 
#8 
#9 
#10 
#11 
#12 
#13 
Special 
#14 


Anyone missing the above listed Newsletters, may email me at bustcoin1 @verizon.net 
and I will send you another copy. Again, the die marriages listed under Newsletter #6 to 


Die Marriage 


1837 GR-5 
1837 GR-2 
1837 GR-3 
1837 GR-4 
1837 GR-6 
1837 GR-7 
1837 GR-9 
1837 GR-12 


Rarity 


R-1 
R-3 
R-2 
R-3 
R-3 
R-2 
R-1 
R-2 


1839-O GR-2 vs. GR-5? 
Final Results GR-2 vs. GR-5? 


Date Sent 


9-15-19 
10-14-19 
11-14-19 
12-14-19 

1-15-20 

2-15-20 

3-15-20 

4-15-20 

5-14-20 

6-15-20 


Newsletter #13 are all common, 1837 GR-4 may be the most difficult. 


This die marriage is very common, listed as R-1 (over 1,000 known). It is composed of 
Obverse 9 and Reverse L (in Graham's book), both single use dies. Graham lists a census 
of 66, 65, 65, 65, 65, 65, 65, 65, 65, 64, 62 and 62 published in 2012. In my Reeded 
Edge Census reported in the November, 2018 J R Journal, I had: 60, 58, 58, 55, 53 50, 
45, 40, 35 and 8 reported by JRCS and Bust Half Nut members. 


A search in Heritage's Coin Auction Archives revealed 10 specimens listed as being 


1837 GR-13 


between MS64+ to MS60. Several prices realized are shown below: 


DSO de er 


Specimens below MS60 could be found, but were all un-attributed. 


1837 GR-13, PCGS MS63, 
1837 GR-13, PCGS MS62, 
1837 GR-13, NGC MS64, 

1837 GR-13, PCGS MS60, 
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1837 GR-13, PCGS MS64+ CAC, Lot 3815, 1-9-20, $7,800.00. 
1837 GR-13, PCGS MS64 CAC, Lot 3424, 1-9-19, $4,800.00. 
1837 GR-13, PCGS MS64 CAC, Lot 4719, 8-12-16, $5,287.50. 
1837 GR-13, PCGS MS63, 


Lot 4027, 1-6-16, $1,762.50. 
Lot 4346, 9-8-15, $1,762.50. 
Lot 4688, 2-23-18, $ 900.00. 
Lot 3921, 6-5-14, $4,300.50. 
Lot 3491, 2-27-14, $2,352.35. 





1837 GR-13 PCGS MS63 Obverse EDS (Photo courtesy of Heritage) 


In the above photo, the 7 is slightly higher than 183 and is far from the 3. The upper 
circle shows a die line up to right from top of curl above L in LIBERTY. The bottom 
ellipse shows a crack going from the tip of the bust to the rim below Star 1. This is an 
obvious Early Die Stage (EDS) as the dentils are fully struck. A Prime specimen would 
not have the die break at the tip of the bust. 


Jules Reiver listed this coin as 1837 JR-24 in his Variety Identification Manual. 





1837 GR-13 PCGS MS63 Reverse EDS 


The above photo is an EDS and has the following characteristics: 

There is a heavy line up to left from the outside edge of the left wing about 1/3 down 
from top. Circle at ED shows two lines going down to the left from the rim thru ED. 
Circle at left wing tip shows a line up to the left that touches the bottom of U. The 
smallest circle shows a lump inside the top most Olive leaf near end. 





1837 GR-13 PCGS MS64+ CAC Obverse LDS (courtesy of Heritage) 


The above photo shows a LDS of 1837 GR-13. The large circle shows the dentils above 
the cap to Star 7 crumbling. The circle at the tip of bust now shows a much heavier die 
crack and extends toward 1 in date (see small circle). There appears to be another die 
break from the bust to the rim below (see small ellipse). Stars 3 through 6 are much 
weaker (missing their radials). 


Unless you are specifically searching for later die stages, it is recommended that you 
purchase an EDS for your collection (many are available). Also, certified XF45 coins 
have risen from the $160 to $200 range (18 months ago) to the $250 to $300 range. One 
might be better off buying a certified AU55 coin in the $400 range. I have found coin 
auction firms are selling coins for less than ebay. 





1837 GR-13 PCGS MS64+ CAC Reverse LDS 


The above photo shows a LDS of 1837 GR-13, there is now a crack from the top of T2 
to top Al, then from the center Al to center of T3 and the tops of TES (see circled item). 
On this specimen, the dentils are almost gone. 


Graham mentions that many coins will show strike doubling on 50 CENTS and UN even 
in Very Early Die Stages. 


Gary Rosner reported a nice XF specimen that was MDS. It had dentils below 50 
CENTS to the last Ain AMERICA. All other dentils were missing or weak. 


Additional Commentary 


In Newsletter #14, I reported that I had found a new specimen of an R-7 die marriage on 
ebay in early June, 2020. Below are photos and comments: 
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1838 GR-5 NGC SS New York Shipwreck Effect Obverse 
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1838 GR-5 NGC SS New York Shipwreck Effect Reverse 


This is the 12th known 1838 GR-5 specimen. The NGC certification can be verified by 
inserting the NGC number and MS60 as grade. A die break can be seen from under the 
left wing to the dentils at the arrows (75% reverse die break). ALF is very weak, also a 
diagnostic of 1838 GR-5. If it wasn't for the Shipwreck Effect, this coin would have been 
the #1 rated coin. The SS New York sank in 1846 and was recovered in 2008. 


Paul Gilkes of Coin World tells me this coin will appear in the July 27, 2020 issue of 
Coin World. Only 3 were reported in Dick Graham's book that was published in July 
2012. 


Next month, in Newsletter #16, I will be showing photos and information on the 1837 
GR-14 die marriage. It is rated R-1 (over 1,000 known). 


Again, if you have any comments about Reeded Edge Half Dollars that I might include in 
future Reeded Edge Half Newsletters, please email me at bustcoin1 @verizon.net or 


send them to: 


Jim Koenings 
P.O. Box 2382 
Riverside, CA 92516 


JRCS 


I strongly recommend that all collectors join JRCS. JRCS publishes it's J R Journal 
normally about 3 times a year. There is so much you can learn from the many articles 
that are published, including New Discoveries, Census Information on early silver issues, 
mint processes, die stage information and more. Membership is just $25 per year. 
Anyone interested may contact W. David Perkins at wdperki@attglobal.net . 


